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Library co-operation,'nation-wide, has been over fifty years developing“
in Great Britain. Its tendency in ‘€arlier phases is analogous to‘developments‘\s/’
in the U. S. public library systems currently in place, especially in itslemphasis .

° on regional co-operation, multi-level agencies for the co-ordination of inter-

library operatlons, and tolerance of pr1vi%/géd collectlons maintained outs1de .
the provzncp of the co-operative system., In its most recent phase, British N
library x/ter-lenqong co-operation has ach1eved a comprehenslveness and ‘cén-
) tra}lzed institutiopalization that only lately have Amerlcan librarians begun ’
f \to consider a desirable,. if d1ff1cult goal for the United States.’
N~y a1t the British have achieved compares in princip}e and scope with the
: 'reéently'enuhciatederogram of‘the U. Se. National Commission''on Libraries and
" Information Science (N.C.L.I.S.). The-N.C.L.I.S. orogram states: J -

A4
* « o.othe totai library, and information resource in the United States

is a national resource which should be developed, strenythened, orpanlzed,
and made available. to the maximum degree possible in the publfg interest.
e « « all the people of the Wpited States have the right, according to
their jndividual needs, to re listic and convenient, access to thfs
national resource for their personal enrichment and achleveme .

;rovislon for such services co-ordinated through a é&ngle U. S. feder agency ‘ - -wf
_was not made untll the enabling leglslatlon, PL-345, was slgned 1nto law on
July 20, 1970 This. marked the first U. S. effort to greate an adv1sory ageney
Jﬁlstlmulate all aspects of library seérvices on a national basis. : ' ‘“”A ‘ "*1
y British
n. The

develonments from which it emeryed are mast 1nstruct1ve in light of fhe N.C.L.I. S. s

However sophlstlcated H’ comparlsop with the U4 'S. the contempor

national lendlng system, it is nevertheless the product of an evolut1

program and the foundation in“the U. S. publlc 11brary system‘%n which a natlonal
2 J;». ﬁrogram must be,built, Indced the U, S. public- llbrary system, as manlfest in, “

‘ , * such states as Illinois, resembles nothlng so much as the f1fty-year old, but .0
I now largely displaced, 3r1t1uh Reglonal Library system. The fact of recent irﬁ.‘ A
changes in. the British uystem--of throwing ‘over the regional concent in favor of .

cenfrallzatlont-after the. eéperlence of years of reflnlng the regional system
of lendlng co-operatlon is something U, S. 11brar1ans mlght profltably consider
before expandlng the tendenc1es of our present/systems. '

Uhlle the British have made many mistakes on the1r path to an "Orpanlzed

Natlonal Serv1ce," 1t 1u; nevertheless, important to realxze that such a service;

-

was concelved on a naulonal bw31s already* in 1927. 3y 1935 British co-operation ¥

had 1nst1tuted éhe machlnery to obtaln any avallable book for any British c1t1zen.




. .
The 1mp§tus for {his early and broadly based. co-operative system wvas firmly rooted l
in the ublic 1i ry*and adult edycation movements. . This is the converse of

1

U. S¢ devq}égment where the larger recearch libraries have been at the vanguard

of co-operative activities. liowever, whilevhritish university and research ' _

librhriams have been acutely aware of the advances made in library co-operation by

U.S. reoearch libraries, and have cons ldtently cited, the- Farmlnton Plan and the

Center fg/ﬁﬁeuearch nibrarles in their literature as they ooupbt to extend )

and better the1r gervices, the Americgn publzc'llbrary communlty has been

‘ relat1vely unaware of the halt-century of dez;lonment, uUCCé ses and errors,

\ of the %rltluh public library. service. liow that the Amerlcan publlq llbrary .

‘-CQMmunlty is addressing itself to tne issues' of national co-operatlon in lending, '

an 1nveqt1rat10n into the historical experience of brltloh co-oneratlon that
ultimately led to, the ‘re-orranization of the ent1re British llbrary uyotem Beems

‘ belatedly to the point. . . o

The Carrterie Un1ted Kingdom Trust and The Adams. Report

A trust of'h 100 000 a year established by Andrew Carnegie in 1913 for the

educational beneflt of the workins classes of Great Britain and Ireland vas
instrumental in creatlnr an atmosphere amenable to library co-operation. Instead
of functioning simply as a money dispensing orpanlzatlon, the dgrneple Urgi ted

Kingdom Trust (C.U. K.‘.) was active in seeking out areas in which it might do

the most good. Une of its first actions was to commission a study of

libraries which had received Carnegie grants in order,tmé\‘future polify might

‘be determined. The resultant study, A Report on library Provision and/Policy,

was executed in 1915 by V. G. S. Adams, an Oxford Professor of Politjical 'heory
‘ and lnstitutions,‘was the first of a series of C.U.K.T. and fovernmgntal reports _
wvhich were to have rreat effects on the development ‘of llbrary co-

in Brltaln.

to the Workers' Educational Ao5001at10n, the Adult School Iovemen , and all other

L organizations of\worklnﬁ‘men and women which are carrying on systeématic study
B : A ‘ \ '
. work.”3 - . ' \ , : ‘
v " co " \ ' |
Development of County, L1brar1es \

CeU.K.T. support of the rural llbrary scheme recommended by Adams was

» s
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' expensive books, public libraries, even those not part of tﬁe rural scheme because

" ready

-Students (C.L.S.). When th\ application was approved the C.L.S. began work in

qulckly {orthcomlng. Twenty rural schemes were in operation by’1920 and were\\
evolv1né\1nto "county"! libraries due to their affiliation with the County L1brary
Authorlty.u The county library, based on a esentral collection of books and

at times dependent on the major population eenter of the county, distributed N
books to points throughout, the area and served districts which had no*libraries.

. /
In jts annual report of 1921 the C.U.K.T. Wotes that to give readers\access to

of their relative affluence ahd provision with a facility, might be. "'co~ordinated

on a county basis. n3 ‘
From this' modest surgestion for co-oneration among’ separate agencies (Codnty o

and borough) the C. U. K. T. soon exé)mded its eoncept of co-ooeratlon on a reglonal

scale to propose: ' e ‘ 2

. It is hoped gradually to bu11d up a s_,vstematlc and properly co-ordinated
.service with a national loan qqllectlon (the Central Library for Students) Y
as a reserve, the great Municipal Likraries serving not only their own
public, but also--on terms to be arranged_ythe regions of which they are .
~ the naturel ‘centress o o o With a simple system of joint or 'gnlon'
) cataloring, and bossibly in time of co-operative hook buying. '
A
In 1924 when the C,U.K.T. published a sequel to thd Adams Report, fifty nine
counties had applied to the Co.U.K.T. for grants. Th apparatus for national
service no matter what the density of the population for 1eve;/of funding was . /\
Central Lib*ary for Students - _ /ﬁ
The Adams Report also 1ncluded a strong recommendation that a central lendlng
library be created. !igher -education for the lower classes was belng 1mplemented
in Workers' Educational Associations and Adult Schools but' these students had .
no access to ‘the books that their advanced studies required. Adams notes that
over 3000 students enrolled.lnlsuch studies constitute a ”unlvérsity of the ‘
ﬁorkers."7‘ne suggested a central lending library be stocked to meet their needs.
Adams' recommendatid@ causgd the Central Joint Advisory Committee’on

¢
Tutorlal Classes to apply for.g grant in order to create a Central Library for -

1916 issuing 4,000 books its first year. - The honorary librarian, Alfred W.

Pollgrd descr1bed the f1rst year’s viork of the C.L.S. in the L1brary Assoc1atlon :

Record and p01nted out that the library was not only for the good of those
aff111ated w1th studies programs but for "individual students of all k1nds."

In 1918 Vendal Public Library of “Westmorland subsorrbed to the C.L.S. in

ordey borrow bOO}Sq.‘ Kendal PybTic Library had been serv1ng the whole county '

5
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even beforewthe Adams peport A C.U.K.T/ was madeto Kendal when the Trust vas *JL

explorlng ayﬁgrnatlve methods oQ encouraglng rural service. Kendal, -already in-
f

dependently imbued with the spirit of service ard co-operatlon, did so well

*with the extra money from the Trust that the county counc1l eventually granted
9

"money for county service. It was natural tha* this 11brary with its history

of co-operatlon would be qne of the first to turn to the C. L.8. for needs it
was unable to meet.

ol

' \
Th1s aspect of the C,L.S. was made off1c1al in 1 19 when a government com-

mettee on Adult Educatlon10 recommended (1) The C.L. S should be regarded as the
nucleus of.a larger, Central Clrculatlng Library, which would (a) supplement
collections of local public 11brar1es by loaning expenslve and spec1a11zed books
wh1ch they could not provide, (b) supplement special 11brar1es, and (¢) loan
ﬁo individuals not served by any library, (2) The.Central Cihdrculating Library should

- organize bibliographic information and index periodical literature, (3) The Cen~ - °
tral Circulating Library should be ‘funded by subscrlptlons from local author1t1es
and subsgglzed by the government, _ .

Endorsement of these recommendatlons by the L1brary Assoclatlon resulted in
‘th1rty-n1ne public ljbraries saws cribing to the c. L. s. _ A C.U.K.Te grant in 1920
enabled the C.L.S. to serve the infant system of county libraries. i

5 Expansion of the resources of the C.L.S. occurred in 1923-24"hen the C.,U.K.T.

began grants to special libraries on the condition that their colldctions be

_'made abailable tHTourh the C.L.S. These libraries, termed "Outli (outlylng)»)/ N
libraries, included the Collere of Nurslng, King's College for Y¢men and the
\Royal Aeronautical Society. The Outlier system expanded steadlly taking in the
resources of the qual Anthropological Institute, the.Solon Ceramic L1brary, the
League of llations Union and Geographical u‘sociation by 1926,
The first decade of the C,L.S. saw its evolution from a storehouse for adult .
and 1solated students to a full-blown cleanlnghouse for loans among libraries. .
\The rapidity wé%h which thérb L.S. acqulred taci status as a national clearlng-y
house attests to the be11ef of British 11brar1ans ‘that all citizens, even the L
most isolated, have intellectua rights. The most outstgnding feature of this
belief was the willfng o-operation among widelyldiverse libraries to share re- °
sources through the C.L.S. T ' \ . ' '
‘ / , »
The Kenyon‘Renort - Poward an "Organlzed National Serv1ce“

J

In 1924 the Board of Education appointed a comm1ttee to "ehqulre ;nto the
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-adequacy of the library provisi n made under the Pwbliec Libraries Acts, and the '
d Ualesw"1 Th}f com=-
m1ttee, chaired by Sir Freder1c G. Kenyon, wh1ch met over the course “of the.

next two years produced a report in 1927 that was epoch making in terms of the

influence it was to exercise over the development of British national library: -’

co-overation during the-next twenty-five years. The revort, which analyzed

.

the utility and eff1c1ency of the llbrary system, 1ncluded an entire chapte
of recommendations on "An~Orpanlzed National SerV1ce " a semlnalgdocument in

the evolutlon of co-operatlon in Br1ta1n. S £

. W .
EA ° .

h d1stlllat10n of the magor recommendatlons o) *the Kenyon- Report 1llustrates
the great advances in concepts of and att1tudes toward co-operatlve effort which
the Br1t1sh llbrary conmunlty had come to earller than anyqother nation: (1)
voluntary co=-operation between nelphborlng llbrarles, (2) ?rouplng of public

libraries around reglonal centers, (3) a noollng of the resources of special

libraries, and (4) a Central Library as ‘the center of the entire system 12

Of these recommendations it was (2) and (4) wh1ch when implemented, were to.
. 1

.~ form the basis of national llbrary co-operatlon, ~ i

.
- «
.

‘The Rerional L1brary System ) :

The Kenyon Rebort ‘advised a federatlon of libraries called "Reglonal Library .

Systems!' to be established accordlng to natural arild geographic cons1derat10
he reglonalgheadquarters would be the strongest klbrary in  the area. In m§:F

es this would be the llbrary of themprlnclpal borough though in areas with
r1n61pal borough the county library mlght assume responsablllty or ix thinly

populate several countles mlpht merge iAto a regional system._ Whatever

—

the arrangement the Pevlonal System would help to avgid duplication ‘of expen51ve

items and nrovide greater resources to smaller llbgarles through a method of

payment to the stronger 11brar1es.13 " ' H

Grants from the C.U.K.T. were 1nstrumental in establlshlng thewReglonal :

Systems‘recommended by nenyon. The, f1rs£aBeg10nal L1brary System was‘establlshed
‘in Newcastle asythe Ion¢hern Repional L1brary System with paftlclpatlng llbrarles
in the area sendlngacards ‘to a union catalog at the Regional headquartersgand the
Reglonal llbrary sendln% a dupllggte ?Zrd to the N.C.L. TQ}s pattern was fol-
lowed by other- regr&nu and gleven shrenus were u1t1mately establlshed--most

B of them coverlng several Qountles--and all but the London and South Eastérn \
1nclud1ng spec1al Lnd un1vers1ty libraries. (See aopendlx 3 for a list of reglons

l, Te . N
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and counties covered.). ‘ .
\ ' Evolutlon qf the C. o.L. 1nto the’ Natlonal Central L1brary )
The Kenyon Report erarded a central llbrary as the most "1nd1spensa le
feature of & national brary serv1ce." Recommendatlons for its estab11s ent

included (1) direct ai through resoon51ble‘bod1es of organized student groups,
- (2) aid through the qullc 11brary of the individual whose needs cannot fbe met
. by loc3l Sources ‘and [3) serving as a link between\sneclal and publlc 11brar1es.14
' *:Zhough it was ecommended that the, central 11brary be afflllated v th
- the British tiuseum Llwrary Kenyon- comm1ttee noted that the role of’ the
. central library would/ be tﬁabllsh relathns w1th other 11brar1es, and tp
A meet their n®eds either through the prov1s1on of books from a central stock (sepq&ate:
from that of the British: museum), or by’ borrowing the required 1tem fram anather
library. : ‘ A } : e : -
Actlon on the henyon report was deferred until the Royal Commlsslon on
Nat10nal Nuseums and. Gallerles acted in 1929 to establish 2 National Central
Library. (N C.L.) based on the old C.L.S. ®ntirely separate from“the Br1t1sh ‘ -
ﬂuseum. A Royal Charter 1n 1931, mavked the formal establlshment 'of the .N.C.L. SR
and established the purposes of  the N.C.Lys as (1) to supply Books on laan to

] “«
dibraries, (2) "to supply books on loan to adult student groups; .(3) to act as

'a clearing house for loans of books brtween. libraries, (4) to act as a center

. for b1bllograph1cal 1nformatlon and (5) to facilitate acces$ to books and 1nfor-

matlon ‘about books.15 - *

- . . : i
" The establishment of the N C.L. c01nc1ded w1th the growing Reglonal Li rary
System and the- deposlt thcrerh of catalog cards from the regions after 1233%)
created a National Unlon Cataloque as -a cumulation of entries from the reglons.
Unfortunately, Tack of un1form1ty among the regions (1 e., Yorkshire’never main- 1
- tained -a regional unlon catalos) meant that ‘the N.C.L. catalog” was not. a togal |

\_ . representatlon of the natlon'svholdlngs but neverthéless a workable mechani ;

1nter11brary lendlng was created ' o o ~

1 ' Thus by the m1d-19)0's it wes possible for any individual in Britain to
obtain’ materials through the reglonal system via the H.C. L The Kenyon Report
had gone far to foster the c11mate of effectlve 1nter11brary co—operatlon. ‘Its
far-seelng recommendatlons coupled with the C Ue V T.'s financial support were 4 ‘f\\J
in the main. respons1ble for wr1ta1n'c reoutatlon for propresslve,pollcles of

® - ‘ -
- hational co-operatlon. - . . »

. . ) . "a

. . ' . . .
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Brlefly the naklonal system works byea system,of swltchlng. Requests not
fllled at the locai level are seét by the library to the regldnal center where the
1tem is checked apalnst rerlonal holdings. If no agency w1th1n the reglon owns ‘

:the rtem the request is transferred to. the'H.C L. wh1ch checks all the reglons .
via its union. catalog as vell as the outller catalogs of speclal library holdings..
Once located the requests are foruarded ‘to the owning 11brary. A major flaw in
this syste& 1; the non-nart1c1pat10n of -the great research colleétions in the
British huseum, the 3odlelnn, at Cumbrldge, and other deposlt 11brar1es. Other
unlver51t1es d1d part1c1pate in co-operatlon to varylng degrées. In 1925 the
Association of University Teachers (AU.T.) formed a Joint Standing Committee
on Libfary.Cm-operatibn to facilitate lending. Once the C.L.S, became the N.C.L.
un;verslty loans were sw1tched theoughjthat agency. ’ . A B ?

“he rather g¢omplicated nature of 1nter-11brary co-operatlon as co-ordlnated
through .the N.C.L. and the Regional BureauX is best 1llustrated by-a flow,chart

of’btenatidhs'wh;ch P.H. Seéwell ingcluded in his LihraryeAssociation*Pamphlet,
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- LIBRARY CO- OPERATION IN THE -BRITISH ASLES: TN
LI P ' . .o . .
] - UNESCO.  OTHER NATIONAL CENTRES : . ,,
| > (Ibfernanonal) (LF.L.A, Code tof intetlending) " ’ '
O . Ve : R . . . !
« Bxchange v T via - .
( cntres BQ.B.C. - : : card ‘University”
. . o.uc.( Fsity
cxchanges: : R -—— ifcom lctc) }L’ Libraries
USBE. * { atN. (bl } N'CL - | Circulating hsup .
| y Russian U.CE © Special-
. Genman wartinie =P Outlice et
_ ) . u.C. o Labraries
~ Vdult Classes Known'specialization )
' _ + l’uhlishcs union v
Few individuals without P g « 1aN.U.C. lists of pcriodlcalsJ
, {Sheaf, mcom’)lclc) A
.Knawn specialization ?
- -(.lrcuhum, lists i . :
13 _ : b
g . E\IGLISH REGIONAL SYSTEMS :
[ L T _ ) P o
. '—- (Work through Union (I_amlog'u'cs fa:rjy complctc) -{ (Pmm!ly complc;c U.Cs) YorR;hﬁrc'
b | - _ o i ' .
. LUc. 3 S.ER. iR, N.R. E.MR. W”ALR. NW. LI N e |
gct #'sand Like L.U.C. Hq at Hqzat New- at ’ Hq.atBir-  Hq.at - sy zonal centres” '
4 uildhall Hq.at N.C.L. Bpsid! castle Lit, Leicester mingham Manchester and
. cdunt as out- PL. . and Phil. P.L. P.L. P.L. (Locations  sub-zonal centres
. liers o - oo - o by circulating ’ 4
(C.xulo_x;uu not mcorpor.ncd) : . i . lists)
. inthe N.U.C, r'y N _
\k’LLSH SCOTTISH AND IRISH SCHEMES = N S B '
, < Fs.
, —
Aberystwyth ) ('ardaﬁ’ i bcomsh C.L. o Belfast P.L,. . -’Irish CL.~
qu:nl Nat, Library Burclu Edinburgh R o : .
‘of Wales . at i din N : ! " A * .
e 4 ('ardnf PL. (Cataloguc included in N.U.C.). T ] - - T .
N i i W T .
PUBLIC LIBRARIES : and some SPECIAL 4and UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
. - * - g - v
- ’ e - ' * - =
Science Mugeiims (also an ) ' DSIR — ASLIB District Groups » - N.CL,
Library N.CiL. Outlier/ | . | . 4 ' - .
Loan Scheme - Supplementary Hgq. technical | Locating material < Sheffield, CICRIS Dircct loan
roverY,000 Lending Scheme cnqumcs and | andarranging loan (W. London), Hull, as outliers,
acuve o, U.C. contidential réuting of & Ashb Sulyect - Herts, Subject Groups Some also /
o burrdwets, over 300 hibs, fequests . Groups Liverpool, etc. S.CO.TAPLL, viaRegional. 7,
N Mearly Go,000 ‘17,000 requests Acronautical, . . London Mgdxcal . Bftcaux .
/’ loansa year ./ sausfiedayear,» Rescarch - Rescarch Fucl and Powcr, L Institutes of (exceeptin -
& Kot ¥ - Stations Assoc'ns( Engincering, Education L.U.C.
2 : . [ Textile, ; and S.E) -
N . - ) ’ Food and Agric., . - :
Donuremry , ‘Economlcs 4
¢ mepm Tition
iy o .f’trme
Prrwmi: o )
. - o .
4 4
£} . ! . :
o L0 : SPECIAL~LIBRARIES [-__
. PY * . . N -~ ~ - -
Joint’ Sunding Commutcc : W{owmy SCONUL. T L A4, Scheme \
on Library Co-operation of =se—e—p of Background material for maia National, for co-operative; :
the Association of Univer- , (bre-1800 Britlsh and-University- coverage of
sity teachers— publications) Librdries’ - books, periodicals "
Enquxry Office, now partof TR and related matenial "\
X N.C.L 5 4 4 v ‘“f (stillin embryo) .
: ' . p !l »
- 3 ’ Lt
o= Some K Schemes of - ’/ w ,
’ s Regonal - Local co-operation and . o .
' 5 Systems yulyect coverage : S
: e.g. London Umv, Libs, /
. N Law specialisation - %]’
d ” \\ . b
'r' - 5 g - il ) Yo
. ’ UNIVER%;ITY. AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES NI
. "
- ,
Lo s Plus the lo.m service of Lewis’s, ( # Notes and thc London Lnbnry to Subscribers. ;
G ‘ £l - L -
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Further Develonment of the N.C.L., neglonal Systems, and t e HcCo‘v1n Report

As noted above, the ‘eglonal Systéms’ developed rap1dly in the thirties and
in 1931 the Library Association app01nted a Hatlonal Committee jon Reglonal
Library Co-opération to act as llason between the N, C.L. and t e.Reglonal Bureaux.
This was a ‘standing committee. and ‘its formatlon underscores the secure place~ ’
accorded library cp-operation among British lihrarians. The Commlttee worked out
policies on postal concessions, book-insurance, staﬁistical‘reéords and a profile
of items to exclyde from the catalogs. , Part1c1patlomqgf non-member llbrarles in
"the Beglonal Systen was encouraped by the Committee to 1ncrease revenue in the
system. - The Comm1ttee also,investlpated the usefulness of the unlon catalogs

and determined that they were essential for an efficient natlonal service.

t

In 1942, .amidst World Yar II, the Lmergency Committee of the berary Asso- |
ciation determined to undertake an,lnvestlgatlon of the Tublic Likrary situation®
in order to plan for the post-war period ''he investigation was assigned to’
Llonel R. ucCoLv1n Uestmlnster Llhrarlan, whose charge was to investigate "how“
.far :the publlc libraries . .. . are ach1ev1ng the purposes for which they have
been establlshed and ma1nta1ned and-to indicate ways ip whlch the standard of.
ach1evement may be raised and extended."qz . -
Mc Celvin's 1nc1s1ve 1nvest1pat10n.of/the state of co-omerdtlon reyealed .

that the ‘1ibrary profe ’1on could no longer congratulate. itself: on s1mply

' settlng up | the strucvure for co-oneratlon\ it must make it work--or revamp itf

He noted that 54,635 items were loaned through the Regmang\\Bureaux S#stem in

1939-40 and 36, 698 items from the stock of the N.C.L. This breaks down to an)
: average of 136 books. for each of  the 491 libraries part1c1pat1np 1n\¢he scheme—- #
a.paltry use "of a rather elaborate strucﬁqye. His seven’ recommendatmons fon-

“the Reglonal Bureaux out a considerable challenge to the system, and bear

\
y

summerizing here for they were to have 1nfluence op post-war develeopme ts:

‘ i 1) There is no point in the Peglonal Burecauz System at all. Thig is
" is a national task. VYork 'is belng unnecessarlly duplicated.

2) There is too much variation among the union catalogs of the the
., - _ Regions maklnp standardization impossible. - o '

. 3) The mach1nery is too slow. .
. 4) ‘The system is too costly in terms of result, . ‘ '
5) ‘The financial base is unfair. It ought to be payment for serv1ces o
rendered, not subsidized by all. :

62 The union'cataloges attempt to be too comprehensive and are-wasteful for
- they include too ma. ¥items that, should be in all collections.

7).The schemes‘have done little to promote better local'stocks.j




. be organlzed to co-ordlnate act1v1t1es. . » -

Hc Colv1n also argues that ., the nation must develop speclallzatloh by co=-ordinating

acqulsltlons at both the local and natlonal levels and that a national body must.
-

Chough lic Colviht's™ rccommendatlons were llttle¢heeded "his study éoes c

3 that a critical point of view was develoolnp towards the Regional Bureaux/

" N.C. ﬂﬁ-system long before rdvernmental machinery moved -to chanﬁe it. TYThe end I

of World Var II saw.a re-building in a more phy51cal .sense and rreat c ncern : | -
\over prov151on of materlals.'”he scheme for 1nter-lend1ng Jas studied, bput llttle

In part this attltude may be attr}buted to Justlfled R S TK

was done to change

L]
i

satisfaction in ybsygtem as it was, TFor all its 1ts, Brltlsh co-ope atlon -

had earned the admiratign and respect of librarians the world over. In 1953,

Louis uhores noted that o lgagues across the Atlantic are out-dlstan ing & 3 S

us in the\area of llbrury coroneratlon.19vShores remark was: made in" a ré 1ew Ht' ;'

of anothe{\ha]or report issued ten years after He Colv1n annlyzed the Britj sh

- system--The Vollans Report. o . . . ™~ *L‘ i
. ) . . ' . ] f * N . -
h®Vollans Report on’ Library Co-operation , ~ L .
: : . ‘ 7
o .~ A backlos in union catalogs, lack of financial support and beginning . , - B |

dissatisfaction with the state of inter;Library co-oberation as expressed in '

_the Mc Colvin Report were re°D0nsible for, hé.apnointment.of 3 Joint Working . ;i? ?
Party to 1nvestlgate the national library co-operatlon network. 'The Joint ’ . Lo
Working Party, con51sti££/9f delegates from the N. C L. and the National Com- o o
m1tte on Library Co-operatlon, dlscussed pre551nr queotlons relatlng tq the a
national system' (1) how to deal thh the back-log ofy the N C.L. and Replonal '

Bureaux Catalogues, (2) means of imprdving the scope and efflclency of the ' ' .
ystem, (%) financial requirements fincompllsh Better results, (4) reaso_nab';.e '

current budgets for the Regional Bureaux ohce they were re-organiied and (5) -

the relationship between the unlon catalovues of the Reglonal Bureaux and those - ‘”;l

oftheNCL.LO . ’ - J C.

Following the vattern of the Mc Colvin Report the J01nt Working Party ° *3,;
de51gnated an investigator, Uestmlnlster lerarlan, Robert F, Vollans, to survey ' |
the state of library cO—operatlon in Greet Brltaln. S

The Vollans Report,_lsgued in 1952, con31sted oY an examination of the
working operatlons of* the Reglonal Pureaux and the NeCosL. The Joint Working
Party especially charged hlm to determine (1)’ coverare by each oystem of libraries - .

within its own-area, 1.e. how many-llbrarleo are and should be in the system?, '




N

. provision for foreign literature, (3) degree of success of the N,C.L. and’

" worthwhile'
. general strueture is sound; ng magor changes in the regions, (2) un1vers1ty .
.' llbrar&es /Ghlch\borroﬁed d1rectly from the N.C.L. 7 should 301n their Reglonal

' (5) the N G.Le Nat10nal Unlon Catalogue will record‘no books llSted in the

:'/” The recommendatlons of the Joint VWorking Party

(& co-oﬁeration within each’regig;%:egardlng subJect spec1a11zat10n, o=

operative book purchase, retent10n 6f énlque cop1es w1€h1n the region and .

its 1nteract10ns with the Reglonal Bureaux and (4) ‘state of union cataloglng,

its coverage., eomprehenslvenessn and scope at the Region#l Burtaux and in

. s

.the N.C.L.' s union and outller catalogues_.-21

‘ch derived from

" the Vollans Report were published in the Library:-Assoc at10n Repord and much

d1scussed _among: concerned librarians. Because the Vollans Report étood until
the: mid-slxtles as a'blue-prlnt for library co-operatlon in Britain’ it is -
A

Jm consider the tenor of some of ‘these recommendatlons' (1) the |

-3

Kl

Systems, (3) 1on catalogues should be brought up-to-date, (4)from a date to
“be specified Peglonal catalogues *should contaln entries for British books by

of Br1t1sh Natlonal B1b110graphy (B. N B.) numbers /_ b.~the Br1t1sh did

pri .flrm w1¢h the co-operatlon of the British Museum copyrlght off1ce7 o

‘to ensure'that coverage within each reglon 1nc1udes all 1mportant current
, d

British- mater1als, fiction reserves, and 1ncreased awallablllty of perio 1cg£s,/,,
(11 15) clearer def1n1t10n of the scope of what can and can't be borrowedaﬁffg:

. \ ,
no current fiction, periodicals or' books 'in. pr1nt costing less than 25¢/’(16) re- /(

of the system.aa ‘ o ' . -

’commendatlons concerning - the streamilnlng of interlibfary loan procedures for .

greater efficienc&.and (17-19) standards concerning staff;/ffhance and gdévernment

“ .
< LN -

\
=
The- most 1nfluen§1al recommendatlons broved‘to be those concernlnr\
co-oEeratlve provision for purchase wh1ch will be d1scussed in detail below.
' g |
Though the Vollans Renort has been roundly pra1sed n the professlonal ~

1iterature for its compfehenslteness and systematlc method,,lt must berecog— .

' n1zed that’ Vollans' 1nfluent1ai concluslons, for the most nart endor ed by the )

J01nt Working . Party, were that 11brary co-operation in Brltaln 1s soundly based ' .

. and that the. union cataprues arg essential to. eff1c1ent 1nter—11brary -

operatlons.'_ : k ., : s o . : - .




. Thus the Volxans Report. failed in the main to heed the work of \
Mec Colvin and was instrumental 1n malntalnlnrua system of decentrallzéd ’
natipnal service fog at leasy{ two more decades. ‘The area in whlch/Qollans/

did expand upon lic CoMin was in the co-operative provision of materials. The

\:/

A Y

various British efforts to de-centrallue aaqulsltlons were a prlq&\concern of
library co-operatlve efforts in the f1ft1es. Turn;ng to some, of these efforts
" we can note how provision of meteplals was‘paramoudt in national concern
’qpile the mechanics of the system weré to remain unehanged until ‘the T x
‘advent of the Natidnal Lehdinmeibrary of Science and Technology and its ////
iconoclastic director. '

Specialization Schemes - ‘ N

.ThelvolIhns-Joint Yorking Party recommendations which promoted |
;o ‘regional selftsufficiency in order to alleviate‘tﬁe»strain,on the"N.CeLe
' i the experiment of London metropolitan libraries in co-opefative purchasing,
and the enticing vision held out by the Farmington Plan in the U.S., were all
factors -instrumental in the creation'of a number of co-operative‘plans for - -
301n¢ provision. of materials begun in Great Britain from 1948. : g ;
.The retropolltan Special Collectlons Scheme . K
London 11brary co-operatlon--co-operatlon between twenty-e;ght '
‘dlfferent borough 11brar1ans--was more easily fostered'than elsevhere in

the natlon‘%ecause of the desire of these 11brar1ans to prov1de for the city

as a whole. This receptive climate for the common good resulted in the .
institution of. the lietropolitan Spec1al Collectlon Scheme. Each metropolltan . e
. public 11brary agreed to be responslble for a subJect specialty allocated ;n
- general Dewey Dec1magﬂblasslf1cat10n. Lach library was urged to work w1th any
special 11brarya1n 1ﬁ5f1eld in order to co-operate on that, level. lerarles/
agreed to purchase material requested from its spec1al collection if it was "./' o
not owned (Brltlsh co-operatlan ‘has always been marked by this feature. If ‘ R =
‘an item'is requested but not owned *either the Reglonal Bureau or the N Ce L.
v will purchase 1t). The scheme‘Mas not announced to users untll five years after
- 1ts inception so that there would.be some depth when called upon to prov1de

serylce. RO ' . o :

The London Scheme is espec1ally admlrable because 1ts intention was

. not to save money by co-operatlve'acqulsltlons, but to prov1de w1th1n the

. metropolltan/7rea better resources for Speclallzed needs. Ehe Brltlsh ‘concern




v}’
*\  witn maintaining the nntlonal/reylonal hookstock, a Qfev0111np topic in the |
literature of co-oprer:utive pgrchaue seems to view provision w1thin the
nation or region a greater good thar even local.stre;gtﬁ..
' .The London Scheme was also important because‘it‘made a centribhtion
toward a solution of storare problems. Transfers of baoks betwebn libraries
- according to subject assifnation ensured that at least one copy’fﬁ'each item
< \would be preséryved in the Loudon area but d1d not require ench library to L . -
be over conservative in its weeding of areas tq/wh%~§”1t was not ausirned. A e '
birect access of Iondon citizens to all particivating libraries added
strength to the Scheme,, utat1ut1cs of 1nter-11brary Tending for a single year‘- |
1952-5~=reveal that of 24,043 requestu 19,434 were satisfied w1th1n/{he .
‘ : London area? Since London had always been a "reglon” ltu union catalogue
at the iieCeLe continued to be updated in order to prov1de access to the
' _contents of the ucheme. . }/ ‘ T ‘ : ’
/ oo ﬁhe South sastern’ R 1onal lerary//ureauw Scan ‘ -

. /.
"
. ”he creatlon of a Reriondl ec‘eme in a non-metrOpolltan area was an

- bd @

outs tandlnv achleve ent in co-oper 1ve acqu151t10n53 The scope of this
ucheme was limited 1n cgmparluon o that of London's prlmarlly because
geopraphlca§>rea11t1eu nade it less llkely that the direct access that »
would occur 1n London would occur throughout the Jouth Iautern Reglog;_ The're -
was no 1ntent to bqild research collectlons. 'The primbry mQtlvatlon of thg// !

South{Eastern Scheme was tg ensure ‘that all newly publlshed bools listed “in

4

*+ __the ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ.were .available in the region. 'After its uecond year of operatiorny v,
it was evaluated by one of the- part1c1pants as the "mout important develoﬁment
in the Replon since the lerion 1tself vas eutabllshed." ?q 'He estmmated that '
th#ge_tg four thousand items were being added per year which wouldbhave been
1gnored without subject °0ec1a11zat10n schemeu. ,The success of the 'South - .
Easteqn Reglon and‘Voll;ns recommendations stlmqlated e 1n1t1at10n of el

sch€mes in other regions. . ' ' <<; -

. oo Other lerional Coverage‘ﬁchemes : ‘,// = "\

s No other egional Pureauc attempted a plan ‘as comprehensive as ‘those

N

*. of London and the South r‘autern r’eg“ion, but a number of partial plans all’

1nst1tuted to expand local resovrces did appear in the early f1ft1es.

L - Lo ' v R

v
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4 In Uales libraries were allowed to select subjects in which they wished
. to spec1a112e with the res ult that some subgects vere not covéred. Selective

speclalrzatlon was also instifuted in the lorth western lkegion. The Last L

1dlands initiated a plan to nrov1qg for foreign lanruare books as well as

/f

co-operatlve buying on a voluntary basis of new books purchased by no 11brary

* Because moct coverare plans founded upon the 3,N,B.did not 1nc1ude

¢

fiction materials within their scope, it became apparent that some prov151on

" should be’dgde in order to preserve f1ct1::%§ryond .the desires of the local = .

Y. readlng public for good tales. . In the Northern Rerlon 11braries co-operated
" ! to&purchase and ransfer novels to de51gnated depositories in order to preserye
P all works of f1ctlon4for posterltv.‘ A'slmllar propram was 1nst1tuted in London.
-

! : ’ ' - Intor-“bgignal Coverage :

. - Because less wen.oopulated ;regions could not attaln self-sufflclency
in British publlcati::?Hby cd-aperatlve/buylng, the National Commlttee on
Regional Library Co ratio’ ind 1ated an Lnter-rerlonal .scheme for
;4, acqulrlng,all @rltlsh books pub11 ed subsequent te. 1959..- After that .
date the MN.C.L. Ceased to acq¢1re‘books recorded in the BeNeBe and respdn51b111ty
"for their acquisition was dls¢r1buted among, the varlous reploﬁhl 11brar1es. '
The outcome was that. 95=99 nercent of all current Brltlsh nubllcatlons were
. covered., The NeCoeLes, no longer requlred to: acqulre British pubrlcatlons,
was abl® td‘concentr ate to a preatet devree on the purchase of forelpn materlals

and perlodlcals. SR . - ~ . o %ﬁ
"~ ; - . . ; ’)V}k

R ’ . \ OtherVQp-operative Acqudsition‘Activities L
» o _ . : ) o
§99§HE s - . - ;,?_ L _ L Gl
"Phe Standlnn Conferehce on Iatlonal and Un1ver51ty Libraries (SCONUL)
was establlshed in 1950 in emulatxbn of the (Amerlcan) Assoclatmon of. Research
L1brar1es. The 11dwest Interﬂlerary Center and Farmington Plan seemed v
" projects worthy of study,'but the outcome of initial SCONUL meetings wés ' 1 :
to affirm the status quo as vested in the Reglonal Bureaux/N’C‘Lw—borrow1ng ’
structure. ~Ralph h,teroueth Dlrector of .the Midwest Inter—lerary Centep, '
in an AC ‘monogravh on Brjtish fgb ary co-operatlon notedthat among research 11- o
brarles 1nd1v1dudilsm is rampan and prevents the: co-ope%atlve approach to
problems that the ARL has manag . H also comment; that 1t is uﬂnsual that .
v 3 ¥ - N / ) : _
\.'/ .
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in Britain pubIIc;llbrarles havh initiated co—operatlon wpesﬁéi';n the Uhg%‘ s

_nhe benef1c1ary of libraxy co-opefatlon in Brltaln is the ordlnar;égith?n

: Other foreigh acquisition-schemes_

AL1brar1es Group, China Library Group and Japan L1brary Groupe. e

A . > P2

it has been the research library which has been far ahea@/of the, public. Wh}le
the scholar afflllated witn the unlverslty is often d15a0p01nted in his .
quest for books from other libraries, the squous reader who borrows /hiough

the pub11c library stands a good chance of hav1ny his requests fulfllled.

whereas 1n'the ‘Us«S. it has been the researoh scholar.25 L v
4
Acqulsltlon oftforelrn materials - o g R

s - . . i
L1brar1es W1th 1nterests 1n forelgn materials began co-operatlve g

acqulsltlon efforts in a numher of ways durlng the early slxtles. Since 1tx'
seemed tle ‘national, schempes were not responsive to reguests for forelgn A .

mater}als (dug to 1ack of prov151on anywhere in -the natlon) area studles S )
e ! f‘w - ]
» 14 . »
R4

i Y 2N

librarians mgt to conslder co-operation,

i . o . . " D . .
. "SCOLMA S . s A ///( .

.The most successful of these groups was, the&Standlng Conference oh_ '
L brary haterlals of Afr1ca (5COLMA). Established. in 1962 SCOLMA sought iy

o 1mprove the coveracge needed for. Afr;can studies by co-ordlnatlng acqulsitlons

'énd creatlng b1bliQF§hph1c dccess to material, -. Individual 11brar1es have

respns1b111ty for dlfferent nations. . SCOLMA has issued a newsletter, d1rectory

of spec1al collectlons,and lists of theses on Afrrca. . \\\1

o
Ve

Whlle other Broups vere ‘not as active as SCOLMA, interest was indicated
1n other. areas and commlttaes of an 1nvestlgatory nature formed including the

Commlttee on.Latin America (COLA) .SCONUL sub-commlttees on Oriental Studies .

.and Slavonlc Studles, iiiddle Eastern. L1brar1es Commlttee (HELCOM), South A51an

»,

' The ‘groups concerned with Asia met under the aegls of SCONUL in ordcr

to chart resources and consult on book prov131on. "They co-operated’ to produce -

a d1rectory of resources but did not attempt a de-centrallzed acqu1°1t10n;'k

project such as that of SCOLMA. . - » T
- S

B

£




SINTO and Other Local Co-operation

R

A few'words‘need vet to he said about efforts toward aeoe~operation
QMWWHQL not affiliated”with the national scheme. These efforts, usually orranized
?é; to prov1de 1nformatlon to management and 1ndustry, are outs1de the Reglonal' N
Q@yﬂﬂ%p Bureaux/ﬂ C.L.' structure primarily because their funetions are to provide
information asilell as theqphyszcal object whlch conta1ns the 1nformajlon¢
To this end these grouos have sought, in the ma1n, .to provide b1b11¢graph1c

actess via union lists, 1nqu1ry services, human resources clearinghouses,

e

dup11cate exchangestand. the like.
Organized in 1932 to serve thehlndustrlal information needs of the o
Sheffleld iron end steel area, 'the Sheffield Interchange Organization (SINTO)
was a ploneer 1n local co-opetation among libraries of both the public and Con
'/' private sectors. SINTO is 1moortant to the development of llbrary co-operatlon
" in Br1ta1n for 1t Drovlded a successful model of sinter-type co-operatlon
outside .of thg/Reglonal Bureaux/N C L. scheme. (It should be . recognlzed that
.Br1t1sh L&Qrarlanshln has had two d1verpent streams 6of development--that
v propdunded by “the lerarv,Assoclamlon and that propounded by Asllb /—ssoclatlon
» of Special Libraries afnd Informatron Bureaq;7 The former has been more preoccup1ed
with the traditional type of 11brar1ansh1p and the latter with 1nformat10n not
/fl/f s0 allled/to an agency but more concerned w1th the transmlsslpn of 1nforgatlon.; " o

N It is Aslib wh1ch has promoted local co-operatlon groups such as SINTO. -

v

3
In a discussion of local co-operative efforts H, A,,Chesshyre'dellneated
the requirements for a successful local scheme: (1) close study of user '

requlrements,a(é) close superv1slon of the scheme at alxl stages, (3) evaluatlon

costs, (4) publldlty about the scheme, -{5) an adequate range of ‘Serv1ces.2

.‘Chesshyre s con31derat1qn of costs and effect var1es somewhat from the- ma1nstream

Il

of British co-operat1ve thlnklnp which has studlously avolded cost-effectlveness
c\'studles. H1s thoughts about co-operatlon, however, .reflect the Aslib approach to

PN

. library problems—-oné\ue shall encounter again. S L

)//f/. . Appendlx 1I conta1ns a very part1al list of %/Nfa patterned organlzatlons :
of local co—operatlon. ‘ '

’
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- “he ."oberts Report a . the Public Libraries Act of 1964

In 1959 at the time of the Roberts Report, still another study of
Athe structure of British public 11brary servlcej, co-operatlon 1n//pita1n
was in an intermediate stape. The national schéme of lendlnv had been affirmed
with reservations by Yollans, cofoperatlve acqu1s1t;ons on a.reglonal basis '’
were being effected and’subsidiary co-operatlve information.groups such as
SINTO were flourishinv. dowever, once the initial enthusiasm stirred by the:
Vollans Report had sub51ded librarians réalizéd that the continuation of a¥\
'system built on local autonomy vwith minimal centralized direction (the NeCoLe -
was truly not a central agency in the way that the L1brary of thgress ig—-
it was mainly a switching agency with a boofstock), was respon51ble fdg ‘the

'lack of further achlevement. . ' . 3 .

The Roberts’ itevort, 1n1tated by the.lMinistry of Educatlon, was a revi
of the entire llbrary system wh1ch included recommendations on co—operat'~n, (1)
s*atntory recognltlon of reglons vhich should be rpqulred to Drov1deaa
,satlsfactory system of co—opergklon locally and to work w1th the; x oCelie
natlonélly, (2) co?f th reglons would be borne by compulsory contributions
.from member librari®s, (%) the cost of the N.C.L. should be borne by local
autkorltles and other co-oneratlng bodies who would be represented on 1ts board

25

and (&) Peglonal and ffational union catalogues should be completed. These
recommendatlons were 1mportant for they mark the flrst instance in thesev N
many renorts whérein an argument for statutory- part1c1pat10n rs made. Earller
reports ‘had made strong rgcommendatlops,‘but often regions with individual
ideas continued on their course of indimidualtdevelopment/(such as Yorkshire
fwhich stillvdld not have a union catalog.) Legal support might mend this A

”
X4

situation.
. *

' .
‘ . -

tlinistry of Education to

VJorking Parties were established by t

discuss'the technical implications of the Koberts ReportLiincluding a

comm1ttee on Yibrary co-oneratxon. This commi ee recommended that‘the :

LN~

"regions be reduced to four or five with a governing body called the Reglonal

-~
3

Council. They also urped that speclal ang 11brar1es partlclpate

" more fully in the union catalops and thAt the c talogs be brought to date. . Money

was recommended fo 'tral storaye fac for the il. C. L.
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provision for regional counc1ls.: Ve ' ‘e

) -Céntral Storag€ Facilities for the N.C.L. ‘
) 4 Partly beeause of the h’herts Report the N.C.L. wéds granted funds iy .
to acqulre a storage building/ Facilities were leased by the 11.C.L. at-’
Uoolw1ch Arsenal in 1962 foy less frequently usednwterlals in the- humanities, °
lerarles tthughout the ’tlon were encouraged to deposlt books and perlodlcals !

-

that "would remain permanently available for loan. dJiaterial would be organlzed
by "brief-listing" insfead of being fully cataloged and the cards would -be ,
incorporated into th iteCoeL, unign catalog by the Berghoeffer flllng system.2
This'was'a,'reat advance for the N.C.L. for heretofore it had been )
argued thatstoragéédetraoted from the main function ofrthe-N'é L.--fuentioning |
as an 1nter-11brary loan center, and that the bookstock should be.kept at a ‘ _

m1n1mum. This” was really 4 poor argument for practlce ‘had demonutrated that
.

it was qulcker‘to borrow directly from the W.C., L. central stock than via v — R
the- Reglonal ‘Bureaux. _ L : T ' o
The/cont1nual dlscutslon which surrounded the N CoL.--whether it \

should have a strong central stohk,er lending or should function adm1nlstrat1vel;\\
for the fac111tat10n on 1nterxlibrary borrOW1ng--w somewhat overcome by the ‘
establishment of,the Wwollwich bu11d1ng, It should?E

¢limate and mood for’ acceptlng central versus de-centrallzed storage had been'

e recognlzed that the

created by the ovérwhlemlny success of the Natlonal Lendlng lerarv for Sc1ence '

~

and.Technology. - _— T e / ) : ,‘ N ] )

Centralized Prov1s10n and the N, L L.S.Te- . e l
. A\ . v oo,
In 1957- 58 a number of 1tems apneared in the pnpfess1onal literature - | ¢

wh1ch concerned the acqulsltion of mater1al rather than" the technlques of .
, S
borr%ylng. Dede Urquhart from. 1956 Director of the Natlonal Lendlng Library % t .

e for Science and Technology (NeLeLeS.Te ), fairly bursts onto the scene at

th1s time W1th 2 number of progoklng statements and challenges to the status -~ = .

quo which were to help pave the way for the radical restructurlng of the o . ’ )
Br1t1sh system in the early seventleo. o ‘ :
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”
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R The aﬁpolntment of Urquhart to the d1rectorsh1p of the N.L.L. S Te was A

the result of a growlng'yovernmental concern for the provision of sc1ent1f1c

and technical rnformatlon. Urquhart, a documentallst at the Science Museum
Library, had innovative aoproaches to information retrleval-—that worked--

and was thus a natural cholce to head up the lending department;of the Science
Museum L1brary when it became the ll.L.L.S.T. and moved to Boston Spa in Yorkshire.
Even before 1ts;forma¥ dedlcatlonh:n 1962 the N.L.L.S.T. caused a great,stlr
among l@brarians because of Urquhart's unorthodox ideas. So largely was

"Urquhart personally responsible fgr the huge succéss of the N,L.L.S.T. that.

“
’

its story is his story. o
o The launchingvof the Russian. sputn1k in 1987 called _the*world's attention

to the lack of access to huss1an sc1ent1i1c materials, and marshalled Brltlsh

governmental supoort behlnd the establlshment of a scientific library which

would concentrate on the oollectlon and translatlon of scientific mater1als.' ’

Out of this anmlety arose . the N.L.L.S. T. and the w1)llngness of’ governmental

“authorities to nge full f1nanc4al backlnF.
- /As the N,LsL.S. P. bepan to define its role, Urquhart harrangued the -

11brary world with a series of. essays, lectures and dlscusggon about its role~

and structure. H1s ba51c contentlon was that, ;n»sclence and technology at o -

1east, a centrallzed storape of*fac111t1es more adequately serves ‘the national -

interest than the de-cehtrallzatlon method of the Natlonal L1brary -and’ the ‘

* Outlier support. His basis for such claims was largely mathemat1cal-—' o ‘ /9

Urquhart's condescens1on toward llbrarlans who operate on 1ntu1tlon without - ') o
;quantlflable data is apparent throughout h1s'wrrt1ngs--and he artalyzes the ' |

cost of borrowing from \the Regional/tiCL syﬁtem versus the centralized facility

‘to conclude that borrowing from centralized stock is far more expedient. g \f\\'l\

¢

; Continually critical of the "British Huseum' mentallty which a1med
‘to preserve all for poster1ty, Urquhart-strovilto break through the human1t1es T é[f"
or1entat1bn ‘of the maJorlty of 11brar1ans in orfler.to convince them that modern a
science neéded todaz's publlcatlons, not an arch1Ve. W1th usage curves and .
user stud1es of sc1ent1f1c 11terature Urquhart demonstrated that most sc1ent1fic
11terature‘has a use perlod of about twenty years after which it®becomes obsolete.
He published articles that demonstrated use falls sharply after f1ve years and is

. .
” . ' . . x

negllg;ble after twenty. _ : . C

. v -~ . % v ’ ’ - . .
. T I .ot ‘
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-All of Urquhart's arouments were a1med at chal;ing‘the'attitude of the)
Br1t1sh 11brary world Pather than hoardlnp for the' future he advocated d1s-
\ semm1nat1ng literature qulckly and cheaply to those who require it. H1s goal  #
was that of a unique scientific collection not ‘another petrlf;ed referepce “ . - '\\
- 11brary available only to those who had the t1me and the means to travel to it.
T Urquhart's iconoclasm struck at a t1me-when the very structure of the
‘ Briti’h‘co-operative system was about to'be challenged. lle, was one of the . .

3 dissidents who would make the restructurlnp of -the Br1t1sh system tenable. . N

The uatlonal Lending L1brary for. Sc1ence and Technology

The K.L.L.S,T. merits a brief look at this point ‘not because it -
is "undoubtedly the major postwar develooment in the librarianship of sc1ence "
as one of its, critics noted but because its success caused a -hard look to ~ ' . -
be made by British 11brar1ans at the more, traditional methods by which they
-executed 1nter-11brary lending. ; '
=5 ) ‘ Prior to the move to Egston Spa, Urquhart carried out many studlies - - )
Ito determlne the user needs of sclentiflc researchers.  lie used the results
. . of his stud1es to create a 11brary completely résponsive to the needs of users

and not to the archival mentallty. . A

- »

H1s mandate, onc€ the government had authorlzed the new fac111ty,

)

was to collect and hold available all the world's sgientific 11terature, past S K’(
‘”ﬂwm"and present. fle concentrated upon serials, esneclally forelgn ones, for he .

“'~ recopnlzed that scientific data from books is usually far too olgifor the needs B

.

‘o§ the researcher. - S . . v
To 11brar1ans one of the most,dasturbtng ‘aspects of the NeLoLeS.T. ®

yeévone of its mpst econom{cai‘features) is that most holdings are not -
centrally recorded. " Library. records are arranged on shelves- in alphabetlcal

: order to exped1te thelr‘uJe. ‘Loans are usually filled on the day they are
received and retr1eva1 is not h&ngzred by lack of cataloging.‘ Users seeking

to make use of the NI L S.T. sho d“regard-abstracts and indexes as indicative~

&

\

of the librazy's holdlngs. L ' o .
) mhe services offered by the li.L.L. S. Te 1nclude (1) lending of serials and’

. { books, (2) supplies of /erox pr1nts,ﬂm1crof11m or m1crof1che, (3) translatlonsn

of Rgsslan Jjournals, and a readlng room for researchers oo . _

4

) ~ , . T




"for Research Libraries in the U.S. ‘has found it efficient to borrow from the

E
.
-

By 1920 the !!'.L.L.S.T. was satisfying-approximately ‘89 percent of

all requests. Oberseas_service was instituted in 1967 and e&en the Center

"N.'L.LST ' P

.o
»

4'4 2

]

kanythlng ﬁs comprehenslve as the barmlngton Plan though that plan did color

‘d1scusslons. The SCOLMA group which orgaélzed to cover Afrlcan stud1es is ~

Returnlng to an overview of Br1t1sh co-operatlon we,must back up

2

chronoloqlcally to the Parry Penort the next in the 'series of influential

examinations of $r1t1sh 11brary prov151on.

! Unlversltv L1brar1es and_the Parry Renort o ‘ ./

»

As has been noted above (p. 13) un1vers1ty library co-operation /

/

was characterlzed mainly by 1nd1v1dua11sm and lack of réal co-ordlnatlon other

- than 1nter11br1ry lendlnn through. the N.C.L. Unllke the UsSe research libraries

W1th the }armlngton Plan andﬁhILC (later to be the Center for- Research L1brar1es),

‘ the Brltlsh un%yerslty llbrarles vere slow to initiate co-opératiVe efforts,.

*  Efforts at co-operatlve acaulsltlons were tenative and did not attempt

the only nartlally successful effort along these 11nes which Br1t1sh un1ver51ty

librarians. could point to.. It ﬁhould be empha51zéd that the twa'flnest research

collections in Brltaln those at Oyford and Cambrldpe, steadfastly refralned

from co-opératlon and thus under-cut any schemes which may_ have begun. s
In’ 1903 the University Grants Commlttee comm1ssloned "Thomas Parry of the

University of Wales to cqgsider the general situation among univ s1ty 11brar1es.
X

The report was 1ntended to- investipate the 1nadeauacy o? un1vers1ty 11brar1es and

‘was to 1nclude ways in which shared and central facllltles mlght help meet o

expandlng demands.\\ ‘

The Parry Repprt succ1nctly and comprehensmvely presented the role of

the un1vers1ty 11brary in Great Britain and dwelt greatly upon the he future e#-

co!oneratlon. AQ &01nv so the r’er)ort extended its scope to make recommentations

for a national ljibrary service. In its recommendatlons the Parry Report noted

~

the unmverslty .to the national scene for a variety of reasons of o
which the fundamental one ‘is that-there is.no true apey to the :

‘library system of the country. 30 _ , L
The committee recomménded that’ the British luseum Library should become the
Br1t1sh Natlongg L1brary in order’ to provide the level of natlonal leadershln

achleved in oth%r nations by the presence of a strong central 11brary.

e

ATl
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« . It has been eytremely difficult for us to relate the pos1tlon of N A
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v . ' ‘ o : . \
r) This llational lerary 1nter alla would be respon51ble for (1) organlzatlon

~of 1nter11brary loans, (2) provision of materlals inadequately proyided , for

elsewhere, ‘such as forelgn materials, (3) natlonalbreference and blbllographlc S \\\'

serulces, co-ordlnatlon of systems in existence and & clearlnghouse for over—seas
enquiries and (&) dls*emmlnatlon of- 1nform1tlon on natlonal resources and
" initiator of 11brary-related publlcatlons.31 : .. “J
Other recommendations in the Parry Report were that the university
libraries truly particiﬁate in the'Regional Schemes to avoid duplication of"”‘
vmateriais that was occurting. "_ ‘ .
The Parry Report was the flrst 1n the series of reports We have
~exam1ned that suggested real chanves in the exlstlng structure. tholv1n T
suggested ghanges that vere far-reachlng, but did not venture to suggest
the abolltlon of the’ni tish iiuseum Llﬁr ary as a archlval readlng rooms,
- By far the most dasturblng aspects of the Parry Peport wvere, hlS recommendation
for a greatly altered British nuseum ‘Library and the absorptlon\zé/;he"ﬂ .Col. :

Nothlng evblved 1mmed1ately “from Parry, but it se} the national mood

. ‘fbr a change. In the vords of one observer, ”Ideas which had been simm- rlng

32

in the pot for.a number of years now began to come to the b011.", In responSe'
to Parry the lerarj &ssoC1atlon sent’a memorandum to the oecretary of State
afflrmlhgfthe recommendatlons and requesting 1nother study” to 1nvest1gate the
restructurlnv“;f sthe entlre Pritish library service. The establishment of the

\\\Tatlongl lerarles Commlttee under ,S, Dainton heralued a new age 1n Brltlsh
Lib 1ansh1p. The Dainton Revort, was the.last in the long ser1es of reports ".
which naye eAertpd so‘much 1nfluence on the development of llbrarles in Britaine.

w ' . . e

- “he Dainton Report

-~ ‘v

H

. In Decemb r of 1967 tHE4?ecretary of °tate for Lducation and Science
app01nted a committee under }.S ”Dalnton with the following terms of referenz\t‘

To ‘examine the functions and organisations ‘of the British .
Museun Library, the llatiorfal Central Library, the National Lending
Library for Science and 'echnology and the Science liuseum Library - .
in providing ‘national’ library facilities; to consider wh¥ther in the
interests of efficiency and economy such facilities should be brought
into a unified framework and to make recommendatlons. 33

The resultant reaort is a coherent and copent set of observatlons about

the state of the British llbrarv scence in 1967, The‘report will certainly

~stand as.an historical resource for it describes suocinctly the situatiof

-

"
s ) - . .
N - . >~ . -
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before total re-organization occurred. Graphs and charts illustrate
quantifiable data and the report.is admirable in its assessment of the role-

. RN . ‘ K .
of each institution: describeds ”

- . The Dainton Report was compiled by visits of the committee, hearings,

surveys and documentray eviderice from libraries and organizations. Supportlng

evidence was publlshed in two large volumes along with the basic report.

<

. The outcome of the Dainton Report was, of course a series of

regommen tion that bear re-iteration ‘because, unlike so m other recommendations -

which have not\been heeded those of the Dainton Repbrt wer > in the main,
lmplementedz (1) %stabllshment of a Mational Libraries Autho ty wh1ch would
seek to co-ord1nate an devél D the serv1ges and operatlons of the 3r1t18h
Museum Librany, the d:oha ral L1brary, the ilational Lending Library for
Sc1ence and ¢ echnoloéy\and the British Hational Blbllogréphy.x/All would become

the respons1b111ty of the'heu\:tatutorv agency, (2) the Brltlsh huseum L1brary

~would become the liational Refe e L1brary and under carefully controlled

' condltlons would lend materials, ) the Nl.C. L. would be transferred to Bostén

Spa at the 1, L L.S.T., (4) the Ilational Union: Catalogue WOuld be brought up
to date and (5) a natlonal b1bllopraph1c serv1ce would combine, co-ordinate)and

develop the b1bllogranh:c résources of all agenc1es—-esnec1ally the British
N
I ational Blbllop‘raphv.:3 . o ! . : L

o

*

-, The British Library

> The Dainton Repor{ was received in summer of 1969 and a feasibility

study undertaken to ‘determine' the role of automatlon in ‘the national llbrary
system. ‘ ;
;fn.Janua;\\bi 1971 a h1te Paper, The Br1t1sh leragy, appeared sett1n
up ap- outline for the Bﬂ!tlsh Llorary, the umbrella term for the new un1f1ed a

-

structure outlined by Dainton. "'he VWhite Paper also 1nd1%ated that a comm1ttee
to formed to work ouxjthe mechanlcs of the new agericy. ,In July of 1972 the
British leary Act was signed into law. ‘ | |

These actlons, followlng upon the Dainton Report; indicate the ~
degree to which dissatisfaction with the decéntralized library service had

grown. The rapidity with which a restructuring took place is indicative of

" /the climate’ for change. - - - o \ x

!
A British L1brary Board was instituted to govern the ne Br1t1sh

/ Blbrary wh1ch consisted of the BPltlSh liuseum Library, the N, é Loy the N.L. L.S T.,

A 25' .
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- Library.

-we have~been follow1nv.

"d1rector of the N.C. L., f1ghts vallantly for the old vays and does not fare

.too Well in

"so much to be’ read~between those lines!

[ . I’
' - 2z :
, N :‘: . i . g ) 0 Ve .
. N ‘ } . “‘i \ . y / . . .
and the B, N.B. The poard 1nc1uded the chmef execut1ve of the British . 4 : ({

Three d1v151ons.were created' the Reference Division located in
London end cons1st1nr of the: %ritlsh uuseum L1brary and the Natlonal Reﬂerance
Library of Science and nvenutlon,_the Lend1nv Division located at Boston Spa

and. cons1st1ng of the leLedieSe T an& thé N.C. L., and -the Blbl1ograph1c D1v1s1 n b

based on the B.N Be buy 1nclud1ng the proceseing and cataldgang operatlons . s 8
ofgﬁhe Rr1t1sh iuseum L1brarv.h~j \g T e .-' ok T
B DY S s .
C S vrad1t1on versus Innovatron B _ ./, T
) % \\‘;, . 'b . ._
The amount of respons1b1l1ty whlch can be cred1@$d to the influe ce', . -

of Uhguhart for the neu l1brary structure as d1fflcplt to ascerta1n.— Ohce

he had establlshed the greater eff1c1ency of cent l1zed
§dcial sc1ences‘tgp . s .

o -ﬂ.
g a.
storape:%or retr1eval in” « B

sclence and}tschnolopy he reached out to prove that

could" be better served by storame “4n a central fac1l1ty§ Once the social sciences

14 -~

had come under his control he reached out for the human1t1es.

v e

LAt th1s no1nt_a l1ttle human drama ‘enters 1nto the long chronology
See oources*Consulted (end of this paper)fand compare

the b1011opraph1cal ‘citations for Urquhart and‘s P. L. F1lon.‘ m1lqn, long

-0

d%ﬁ attackp upon-the status quo he suﬁE%rs from Urquhart. . - \b o
The séientific me#hod wins out, of cours&§ and we note that Urquhart ¢

N

' :became the Director of the N, L » Lo Se T. and N.C.L. at Boston Spa, wh1le Pllon i

retires’ Even the most eff1c1ency m\hded must exper1ince a momentary -pang -
fortihe human1t1es. Dllon, in angwer fo an artlcle by Urquhart where1n
Unguhart afgued for a human1t1es fac1l1ty analogous to-the oL, L Se T., takes
a charm1ng glbe at Urquhart. ile notes that the matter sh6tld. be d1scussed -
ob3ect1vely rather than by a ser1es of "nseudo Jov1an thunder; from a sort , o,
HS 0

of Fboraclan /*an ancient name for Yorksh1re7 tount Olympus.

'There is’ - R ;
Fllon ,seems to 1nd1ca€é his grudg;ng ' |
|
J
\

’ acknowledgment that today's society accords sc1ence heaveﬁly powers. o, e -

Tllonﬁs misgivings were well borne out by a d1sturb1ng (for ' ’ S L

‘the humanities advocdte) paragraph in ‘the Dainton Report. . e :

{ i .
. ) ; . ) h A ' .

LT L. e A r M L N R “ . |
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In some fields--especially science, technology, economics and

I ro manapement studies--library and information services will be sp oL
o important to industry and commerce, and.lience to the prosperity of ’
. the country, that the nost comprehenolve services will be r arded ,
«% ) . as necegsary., it if. some -other dls¢1p11nes, becayse a’ relatlvely i //

" low quaintity of demand is asgoclated‘wlth a vaot quantlty of / R

. potentially relevant material and also because it may not be pOSSlble
. . .~ to pive as high /A oriority‘to serv1ces which Are léss d1rectly~related
to the nations %fconomio wellbeing, it will probably continue to be

‘e

. ) impracticable to prov1de comorehensaye coverage ér sq elaborate a range .
: i of 1nformat10n erymcelﬂé6 .;~r _ oot v v -

» . .But to return to the structure of the new nathnal oerv1ce, the o /) Yo "

British ﬁ‘ﬂrary, matters Q}rht be clarified by,a//hart of relatlonshlns ‘f'§~ )

whlch appeared in the lerary Assoc1at;oa/ﬁecord o

"«3 . ‘ ) 3 / . . )
Ty . ' T e * & .
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. ’ ) / v ‘5 '
./' - N D1V1§1°néfgaffhe Brltiih Library ) '
y The Reference Div&slon ” ) ‘

'fr - "The Reference Davgslgﬁ*‘conslsténtlng of the Br;tlsh Huseum L1brary .

and other smaller llbarles afflllated ulth th@-Luseum, will be the majoxg
. reference collect;on 1n the, natlon andNaims at comprehenslve acqulsiltlon ’ .

. of reference maternals. “aaor're-orgahlzatlon is in store. The preatest . § . -
pﬂq%lem of this div1slon 1s cataloplng. The Hr1t1sh Museum has long had \ . ,
1tSJ0wn system which’ d1ffers from that/of the B,N.B.and necess1tates a .
preat dupllcatlon of effort and wasted money. Probable economies will . "

comé about tnrourh the use of [IARC tapes and PRECIS sub3ect Headings (uSed T .

-

f’ in the; B N.B) . \ ' . . et e

‘ The Bibliographic Servicés Division ‘ . ‘ Coe
) u:y S : * s - { "
= " The B,N.B. will co;}inue to be produced but will extend its coverage
. to include maps, governmen bpuBlications, and non-print material (probably

in co-operation with the British nedla Record). .

/ Besades basic b1bllopraph1cal 'data the Blbllopraphlc Services Division

K4

hopes to mahe use\of machine readable data bases to prov1de current awareness o
serv1ces, retrospectlve searches, and the like. L,

he provision of catalon cards--wh1ch has been done in a_minimum
way in Britain (llbrarles throughout the nétlon dupllcaging effort unlike
the U.S. which- is greatly advanced in th1s area of co-operation,)=--will be )
‘ expanded so that the dlbliopréphlc Services Division' w1ll take on a secope . A |

< of responslblllty s1m11ar to that of the lerary of Congress printed card

°  service, but based nrlmérlly on entries recorded in the B. N B, . -
. / o ' v
The Lending Division
o “ v IR |
,’ q/// The most developed of the new. British Library components is the - y//
{ Lending Division wh1ch will consist of the N.L.L.S.T. and the N c. L* both ’

. located &t Boston Spa. Interllbrary lending is highly developed 1n Britain
* and three million items are exchanged per year. , o g :
‘ In ?rltaln, as we, have seen, it has heen'sproven that Iendlng from
‘iff"fcentral stock is cheaper, qu1cker and more apt to be successful than plans
of de-cen.ralléed lendlng.“ The central stock w1ll have to b supplemented--

espec1ally in the human1t1es-by the stocks of the replonal llbrarles and : N

. locat;on will cont1nue to be made by use of ‘the old system “of reglonal union




~

catalogs built up oyer the past fifty years. To sunplement these catalogs

mlcrofllmlny w1ll be done of catalogs whose llbrarles d1d not part1c1pate 1n .

the scheme. ¢ 5 : :
» ' ‘ '
~LASER '

In' 1969 the London and South Hastern heglons merged to form a LR
super region called LASER (London and South Fastern Region).’ The efforts of, o
this reglon to merge their union catalogs based on ISBN was seen to be efflclent '
‘and a w1se use of automation. , The British 'L brary adopted the1r system to )
do all union cataloging by ISBN with:coded locatlon symbols subject to a - e .
computer sort for all the replons. “his system will allow a comprehens1ve ‘
intake of all acquisitions (with ISBN numbers) and will prov1de the Lendlng
- Division with locations for the fac111tatlon of loan requests. There is
'some tdlk of using this system to catalog retrospectlvely, but at this t1me/
tﬁe regional catalogs nrov1de the“only key to the natlonb retrospecti vely

-~ -

-“acqulred resources. - R . ‘ Ly

S . _ /”/;égg _ ,
D Conclusions and General Obse tions‘_ ‘ . . ) /(‘
Y : The fifty year period over which w héfé7surveyed the devélopment‘ |

of British Library co- operatlon has seen’éhe r1se of a complex system of
“vde~centrallzat10n in the form of the Regional Bureaux and/the expans1on of -
thls concept to the point where1n frustratlom resulted, : v o. ’
4 . *  Ivolving theories of 1nformatlon ‘retrieval: and the realities of . D -
| “cost accountlngjeventually resulted in a re- or1entatlon of Dritish. 11brary .
th1nk1ng and permitted the development of a llbrary .system with strong
centralized facilities which has proved itself to be the best agency for
serving interlibrary néeds, ‘ " ‘ '
i A number of questions naturally ome to mind as one compare's the -
' . deve opments of ?rltaln with those in the' U.S. Certainly the Bfft;sh
| Reglonal Scheme 1s‘llke nothlng else so much than a state-wide publlc '
llbrary system, If we cons1der Illinols as analogous to Brltaln (though the
former-ls somewhat the larper) and publlc llbrary systems as analogous to the
Reglonal Bureaux we can-make- some strong comparisons.

' 4
*In Illinois 1nter11brary lendlnr is, fac111tated thrﬁugh SW1tch1ng ’ Sa

N _ aimilar to that donme in 3ritain at the h
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. : . :

. . i

" n6bt filled at the local level is submitted to the Systems_Headquarters/ﬂegional

'Buregux and if not fillable through,Systers/Regional resources is sent on to the

Reference and Research Center/ 1i.C.L. where the request is processed and

possibly switched to unother center. The question 6f why the U.8, as it

creates a complex of nubllc llbrary systems (tied in w1th dlfferent degrees
to the non-public sector) does not heed the experience of Brltaln 1s puzzllng.

Indeed' there'are scant references to %rltlsh co-operatlon in the Amerlcan

. ‘u- -
: ..

llbcary press.

t the Br1t1sh L1brary in its newly restructured lendlng capac1ty

is hlghly sutcessful need only, be afflrmed by recognltlon of the fact that the
Research, Libraries deals d1rectly with the Natlonal Lending L1brary.
for ppbvision of materials to U.S. researchers. That a natlon as r1ch in

es as the U, S. is not able to prov1de the level oﬁ service of a poorer
and much smaller nation mandates that the U,S. re-examine the structure of
11brary co-operatlon with a sharply critical eye to the burpeonlng of opublies -
library syggems, vested interests that will, llke the scheme largely overthrown

1n Britain,prave very hard to stir to change.
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Rerional Library Bureaux amd Lounties Contained Therein : .
’ . B .’ T < ® - o " o N - L.
. London 23 l'etropolitan Boroughs
e . . e . . 2o, ‘ ' -- » . o‘/ : , o . .'.
. ) ) ~ . N - » . . ! . ,'. ‘ , ‘:,‘ s ;, [
~ South Eastern-. . Bedfordshire, Rerkshire, -Buckinghamshirey Essex, ' - n
¢ - . Hertfordshire, Kent, iiiddlesex, Surreyy Susséx " i
, e - o
. . L ". . v . S N
o S "ABOVE TWO REGIONS MERGED INTQ LASER in 1970 u' T
oo : London’ and uouth Eastern Region _ - .o
. .. . l } N . . :‘v, .. ( . c .. v-..t‘
DI ':Cambrldpeshlre Derbyshlrg, Huntlnydonshlre, the Isle of ' \
o ly, .elcestershlre,.Putland r s —_ . i
}."“" ‘Qﬁ C o TR
quthehﬁ; oo Cumbérland Durhgm Horthum erland .Vlestmorland and °
e T ‘the Cleveland 1str1ct of the North Rldlng of Yorkshire .
. . . - -f' . V. -~ . . @g” v
North Western Ldneashife; Cheshire and theﬂgsfe.bf'ﬁan wf-&'_;:_.', ,.

. Soufh Western j“ornwall Devon, Dorset G10ucistersh1ré,,Hamoshlre, .
v \ ... Isle of YWight, Oxfordshlre,‘uo erset, Yiltshire S e
West lidlands ) Herefordshlre, Shropshlre, Staffordshlre, Warw1cksh1re,

: ‘ o I“orcestershlre o . : .
| . - . . o . @
. -;‘I;—__X2£E§ﬁire , Yorkshire o . T
1 ) _ o . \
. ” “‘) . -
. WALES , _
§ . . -
. R ? o : - . .
Regional Library . < : .
} at Cardiff —* -~ . Glamorgan, lonmouthshire. o ’
~ ' : _ o
-‘ / : V - - — ." - A - * «L—- - -
. . S, . - ) . . ’ .
);/ﬁgerystwyfﬁ Bemainder of Wales : ) e
’ X .. ’//,b ’ - . ] " — ,,
SCOTLAND T . : .
. Sopttish Central  All of Scotland | ) )
. Library : - .
, i // ‘,Z . . . -

/urce' Betty h. Elsmore, "Regional Libxary Bureaux & lenggy Association Record
6 (July 196h) 306 o
ERIC : o 35

~ . \

FullTnsProvided o ERIC 5 . .
: 2 - . > ? i : . .
e N r i . i . ;
ra - / o -
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A Summary of Local éétablished Co~operative Schemes *

- N / v ° .' L
LA o . . . LRI .‘. ¢ ‘e ST | —L ‘l .
‘ - . -Name . e Purpdse . - v ) Datelistablished
BRASTACS Ten e e N T N
(Bradford Scientific ”gchnicaf punp and apnlled science needs 1956 -~
‘and’ Commerc1nl Service? «in ﬁradiord areg, . "
) . L ¥ . [ .. ‘ .
’ CADIG ' ‘ L . , Lot
(Coven}ry and Dlstrlct . | scientific infdrmation . 1953 .,
Informatlon Group) e 1T - ) Ty o N _
- ; . R . . oo i. h . ‘ .
CICRI‘S B . ' e o - SR
. (West London’ Commer1C131 and - | scientific & technical 1nforma— 1951 - ' P
‘ Technlcal Library Service) tion. _ ' h
g CHADIS . R o
J -(Huddersfield and D1strlct ‘'scientific néeds of 1ndustr1a1 | ' € st
- Informa%&on_Sggglggl\‘ flrms in Huddersfleyd L d 1959 < T, Lo
. HATRICS - g? e e et .
(Hampshire fechnical Research sc1en¢1f1c needs of" central ; 1964 -
Industrial Commercial Service) | sbuth coast: - , ‘
- . ° , RN -
HERTIS W - T :
= (HeﬂfordShlre County Council | needs of anyone who wants to , 1956
~ Technical lerary and Information ;A°%“'§i£ ro%gf&ﬁord is " o
Service) ‘ :
‘LADSIRLAC | . e '
(Livérpool and District information -needs of,lierseyside 1955 '
Scientific, Industrial and - and Western Lancashlre, but no.
Research lerary Advisory - real l1m1tat10n '
Council) . C
NANTIS s . ' B :
(Nottingham and Nottlnghamshlre indugtrial information needs of 1962
Technical Informatlon Serv1ce) uottlnghamﬁhlre . -
SINTO . | R
(Sheffiald Interchange ) -} information needs of Sheffield 19%2 ., ,
Organization) - L e . L. B .
TALIC - e e . . o
o (Tyneside A55001at10n . 1nformat10n needs of Tymeside . 1958 o .
of Libraries for Industry and area l1brar1e5 ' . '
Commerce) R o S , » .
Source: He Ao Chesshyre, "Local Co—operatlon--a Postlve Forcé," L T Y

Aslib Proceedlnr 18 (April, 19663: 92=130%e _ _ o ‘ N
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